
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE PANEL APPROVAL OF $400,000 FOR WEST SPRINGFIELD RAIL YARD

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $400,000 for                a study of the revitalization of the West Springfield Rail Yard.                

               Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations                Committee, and included the funding in the Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation                Appropriations bill.

               "This funding is an important step toward revitalizing the                West Springfield Railyard," Olver said. "By taking a good                look at the surrounding area and the traffic patterns, we will have                a better idea of how to strengthen and improve this facility."

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward                final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the                bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of                the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal                Year 2002.

               "This investment will allow us to examine traffic congestion                in the area surrounding the rail yard, and the potential for turning                West Springfield into a regional rail hub," Olver added.

               Olver helped to secure $19.6 million in transportation earmarks                for the First Congressional District as a whole. He is the second                most senior Democrat on the Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee.

               "This is an excellent start for the Transportation bill,"                Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will                work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public                transportation priorities like this earmark for West Springfield."

               For more information on these transportation projects, contact Tim                Brennan at the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission at (413) 781-6045                or Mayor Ed Gibson at (413) 263-3041.
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